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Many members have experienced 

Wilton’s rich history.  They’ve 

seen Wilton evolve from a small 

farming community to the vibrant 

town it is today.  

In the 1940s, Stay at Home  

member, Sam Halsey moved here 

as a teenager from Bronxville NY. 

This was a time when Wilton was 

a one mile square, and people 

walked everywhere and knew 

everyone.  The popular hangouts 

were Bob’s Hot Dog Stand (now 

Diamond Deli) and Orem’s.  

Charles Orem had a dairy farm 

and opened a small ice cream 

stand with a baseball field behind 

it.  Orem’s is still one of Wilton’s 

favorite gathering places.   

Stay at Home Members           

Rich with Wilton History   

OREM’S FIELD 1936  

VILLAGE MARKET 1917 

Sam’s most vivid memories of  

the 1940s and 1950s involve the   

Yankee Fair.  This attraction,  

which featured an auctioneer, 

was written up in The NY Times 

and people came from all over.    

The event raised a considerable  

amount of money for the Wilton 

Congregational Church, with which 

Sam’s mother was involved.  

In the 1960s, Sam bought a barn 

from the Boas family. It was moved 

from Nod Hill to Boas Lane then 

converted to a house, where he 

and Claudia live to this day.   

In the 1970s, Sam was president of 

Kiwanis. He and Bob Luckey began  

a Wilton tradition that so many 

Wilton families enjoy today:  the        

Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast.  

They had to take a road trip to 

NYC’s restaurant supply district to 

buy a griddle big enough to feed 

the town.   

Sam remembers Ralph Pearsall, the 

founder of  Village Market, buying up 

the land to get rid of his competition.    

Sam says, “The neatest part of Stay 

at Home in Wilton is that I have   

reconnected with people who share 

this rich history with me.” 



Page 2 NEWS and REVIEWS                       

  

Play Mahjong                              
Tuesday, October 8th, 1:30 PM                        

& October 22nd, 12:30 PM     

RSVP: 203-762-2600  

 

Men’s Monthly Breakfast           

Orem’s Diner 9 AM 
Tuesday, Oct. 8th   

RSVP: 203-762-2600 

October 18th 
Friday 4 - 7 pm 

Reservations                 

required by  

October 15th:     
203-762-2600 

No charge  

Wilton History Talk 

at the Senior Center 

The program called “Autumn Winds” features 

Janet Atherton, Clarinet; Ralph Kirmser, 

Oboe; Rosemary Dellinger, Bassoon; Kerry 

Walker, Flute; Marjorie Callaghan, French 

Horn; and Wilton pianist Kyong Hee Cho.    

Suggested donation:  $20  

Contact:  203-762-2600 

Reservations:  203-762-2600   
Comstock Tech Room - No charge                          

Tech Help  
Wednesday 

Oct. 2nd, 3:30 PM  

Sunday  
October 20th   

4 - 5 PM  

WEPCO 

Cannondale Grange  

Enjoy German food,  

music and beer from 

local CT breweries!  

Walk & Talk  

with 
Friday, October 4th       

10: 30 AM 

Meet at the Cranbury Park Lot  
RVNA Director of Physical Therapy Gigi 

Weiss and HomeCare Director Melissa 

Woodhouse will walk and talk with us! 

Don’t miss this unique opportunity!           

Reservations or rides:  203-762-2600 

Optional lunch at Cactus Rose will follow   

Rain date:  October 11th  

A special concert—           
to benefit Stay at Home in Wilton  

Tuesday                           

Oct. 22,  3 - 5 PM   

RSVP:  203-762-2600 

Historian and author Bob Russell presents 

a talk about our town and its rich history.  

Bring your stories to share Q & A.                            

 

 Mark Your Calendar for October Events 
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 Stay at Home Member News  

New Members 
Welcome 

Stay at Home in Wilton Members 

Receive 10% Off  

 

 

All gift and over-the-counter items  

New Volunteers  

Albina Mary Cronin 

Jan & Josina Gaus   

Beverlee Henion           

Gale Roeder                           

Connie Tate 

Bill Mathews  

Gerry Frugone  

Lang’s Pharmacy offers free plan comparisons to 

help you choose a plan that is best for you.   

Medicare  
Open Enrollment  

Begins 

Oct. 15th - Dec. 7th  

Reasons to Review Your 

Coverage:  

 Premiums can change  

 Prescription coverages can 
change   

 Co-pays can change  

 Pharmacy networks can 
change  

 Your needs can change 

It’s important to stay up-to-date. 

Don’t pay more for Medicare  

Advantage or Part D Coverage.       

 

28 Center Street, Wilton CT  203-762-6700 

Mon-Fri:  8am-7pm | Sat: 9am-5pm | Sun: 9am-1pm  

 Flu shot and Shingles Vaccine available  

 Delivery for prescription customers  

 Free consultation and plan review  

Members visit the  

High Line and  

Hudson Yards in 

New York City  

On September 27, mem-

bers enjoyed a day trip to 

New York City.  Board 

Member Jeff Miller led the 

group on a walking tour 

along the High Line, NYC's only elevated park.  

The trip included lunch at Chelsea Market and a 

visit to Hudson Yards, the city’s newest neighbor-

hood, full of culture, commerce 

and cuisine.  The Vessel, a soaring 

landmark that is the centerpiece 

at Hudson Yards, commands    

remarkable views of the city 

from its 2500-step staircase.  

https://www.google.com/search?ei=DKkMWrv6L8f9mAHYu4nYDA&q=langs+pharmacy+wilton+ct%27&oq=langs+pharmacy+wilton+ct%27&gs_l=psy-ab.3...3297.7536.0.7552.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0..0.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.eKqjE_XJsrM#
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On September 22, Wilton Fire 

Marshal Rocco Grosso and 

Deputy Fire Marshal Kevin 

Plank presented important 

fire safety tips at Comstock. 

Because most home fires start 

in the kitchen, they offered 

the following kitchen safety 

tips:                               

 Don’t leave the stove               

unattended   

 Don’t wear loose sleeves 

or clothing while cooking 

 Always turn kitchen pot 

handles in  

 Always call 911                      

Kiwanis Club of Wilton           
donates $600 to Stay at Home 

 

On September 11,  

Board Member Dave 

Gortz and President 

Sally Kirmser, joined by 

members Larry Mauer 

and Gordon Nugent, 

received a generous  

donation from Kiwanis 

which will help fund 

scholarships for seniors 

in need.   

Wilton Fire Dept.  

Share Fire Safety Tips  

Board Member Pat Wernig     

recalled that the only time she  

had a kitchen fire was when she 

started her self-cleaning oven.    

“ The moral of my story is to  

wipe out your oven before 

starting the self-clean operation. 

Fortunately, the Fire Depart-

ment responded quickly, and I 

lost nothing besides the stove. ” 

Fire Commissioner Ross Tartell 

commented that “watching my 

guys do their job is one of the 

great joys of my life.  Call them; 

they’re there to serve you.”   

Photo:  Fire Marshal Rocco Grosso, 

Fire Commissioner Ross Tartell and  

Deputy Fire Marshal Kevin Plank  


